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bis ESSAY of a Laymanne | 


/. pickas the Foundation of its Loy- } 
Alty, A : FFT 1 75 
To Murder CHARLES the Martyr is 


1 A Crime not to be named without Hor - 


rour; nor thought on without a Tear. 


5 


our Underſtandings 3 Or; leſt the remembrance of it ſhould 
exaſperate the Innocent to revenge 3 or, fink the Guilty. (if 


nable conſideration of the Cauſe and Cure of our Diſtempers; which 


may be both found and effected, if we will but know and perform 
our Duty to God and the Queen for the future. SE 


What is done and paſt, tis true we may all lament, but cannot 
heip. What we may do. and what we ought, is, 1 ſay, to inform 


our ſelves better of the Obedience we owe to God and the Govern- 


ment, aud to endeavour. the ſuppreſſing of thoſe Principles and Af- 
fections, which have all along breathed the Plagues that would deſtroy 


the Nation, and wauld ſtill burn us up in hotter Flames than thoſe. 
And if that fatal Fire which hath ſo lately preyed upon our Peace, and 


our Properties, our Religion, and. our Government, our Perſons aud 
dur Friends, Hath not yet convinced us of the Evils and Dangers of 


Reſiſtance: Yet there is another and a greater one 45 certain, and 


more.fatal, threatned by the Apoſile St. Paul, who cxprefly declares 


in his Epiltle to the Raman, Chap, 13. ver. 2. That they that Reſift 
ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. Which Words were ſpoken to 


the Raman People to preſerye Peace and prevent Rebellion or Reſi- 


tance in the Days of the Bloody and Wicked Emperor Nero, who be⸗ 


ſides that he was a Heathep, was a Perſecutar and à Tyrant, amd his 
U 


„ ON 


UT leſt the very Thoughts of this wickedneſs ſhould confound 


, they have any Remorſe) into Deſpair z I ſhall endeavour to . 
- divert that Fate, by changing the Scene of my Diſcourſe to a ſeaſo- 


bjects was with that Batbarity and Cruel: 7. © 
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the Eads of the World, that ne was the moſt infamous inſtance in 
Nature ; and yet for all this, God (that knows what's beſt for his 
People) was pleaſed to permit that Monſter of Man to govern his 
People, and to command them to obey him, and not to offer to Re- 
ſiſt or Rebel againft him, upon pain of Damnation. Aud ſince, Ma- 
jeſty and Magiſtracy is ſo ſacred, that being both a bloody Perſecutor, 
a Tyrant, af a Heathen, won't warrant Subjects to Refift or Rebel, 
nor exempt them from paying him the Tribute of Obedience, upon 
no leſs a penalty than the loſs of their Souls Salvation. What then 
cat our late unpardonable Rebels expect for Murdering the beſt of 


5” Kings ? Had cur loyal Apoſtie ſpoke thoſe Words in the Days of 


ſuch a Prince as Charles the Firft, it might well have been ſuppoſed, 
that the virtue of the Perſon claimed the Reverence and Subjeftion, 


and not the Character of the King. And that 'twas damnable to Re- 


fiſt, becauſe of his being ſo Good, not becauſe of being ſupream ; 


| becaufe a Nurſing Father of the Church, not becauſe a Ruling Father 


of their Country. 'Tiwas an happy Coincidence therefore to ſecure . 
the Authority of the Magiſtrate, which anſwers the greateſt preten- 


ſicns of Rebellion, If Religion be pretended, an Heathen muſt not be 
Reſiſted; if Tyranny, tis Damnation to oppoſe a Nero. They that 


Refiſt (hzll receive jo Kytua, the Wrath and Judgment of 
God, which implies the Guilt, aud expteſſeth the Danger. 90 
Now to refiſt la vſul Authority is ſo finful and fo dangerous, prin- 
cipally upon this Threefold Account. 
Reſiftance, | 


I. Affronts the Authority of God. 


II. is contrary to the Spirit of Religion. 
III. Deſtructive to the Intereſt 1 Societies. | 
The Two firſt expreſs the Guilt, aud the Latter both the Sin and 
the Puniſhment : Of each in order. 1 

I. Reſiſtance is an Aﬀeront to the Authority of God. Ku- t 
gampdeis, the Lord ſets up Kings, faith the Father; aud EX At 
Baoaſes, Kings are from God, ſays the Heathen, And a greater than 
both acknowledge Pilates Power to be from Above. —— 

The sccipture intitules God to all the Royal Adjundts ; and both 
Chriſtian and Heathen Antiquity agree in this with the Sacred Oracles. 

The King's Perſon is laid to be God's: Great Deliverance giveth 

he to his King, 1 Sam. 2. 10. Tea, Thave ſaid Te are Gods, faith the 
Holy Scripture, And conſonantiy Plato calls the King, ojoy Oed 74 
erSfe wy, a kind of Gods among Men, Aud as the Name of God is 


called upon his Perſon, fo alſo is it (2.) upon his Throne, Then So- 
' fomon ſate upon the Thront of the Lord as King inſtead of David his Fa- 
ther, 1 Chron. 29. 23. And faith the Queen of Sheba, Bleſſed be the 


Lord thy God which delighteth in thee to ſet thee on his Throne, 2 Chron. 


9. 8. To a like Senſe alſo is that of Neſtor to Agamemmn in Homer. 
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Joe lent thee thy Scepter and Furiſdiction. (3.) The Kings Titles alſo 


relate him to God, viz. thoſe of God's Aminted, and his Servant; the 


Former given to Saul, 1 Sam. 12. 3. and Cy#4s, I/a, 4 8. I. And the 


latter to Nebuchadnezzar, Ferem. 25. 9. The ſame alſo Athanaſms gives 
to Conſtantius the great #avourer of the Arrians. (4) The King's 
Power likewiſe is from God, there's no Pawer but of Gad, and the 
Powers that are, are ordained of God, faith the Apoſtle. And the 
Pythagorean, Aidwxav © ©eds dur d azueriey God hath given him 
Dominion. Upon which account alſo Themiſtius Ex 7% £ogrs H, 
1 NU 3 Ogls, God ſent Regal Power from Heaven, And that a 


Kingdom is Oey . , a Divine Good, is the Aflertion of Plato, and 
the confeſſion of Cyrus; All the Kingdoms of the Earth hath the Lord 
| of Heaven given me, 2 Chron. 35. Yea and Tiberius acknowledgeth, 


EX Oed ga 1wav, our Kingdom is from God. And Daniel minds 
Nebucbadneʒ zar, The God of Heaven hath given thee a Kingdom, Power, 
and Strength. and Glory, Dan 2. 2). And Athanaſius in his Prayer for 
Conſtantius Sv Thu bamneiay Tas Thu TH Yeegmvn Kavedimip Nui 


Thou haſt given this Kingdom to Conſtantius thy Servant.. 


Theſe, I think, are Teſtimonies enough to prove that Kings wear | : 


| God's Image and Authority; and therefore, Menander calls the King, 
Eixay Ges Zu Ir, God's living Image; and the Pythagorean, Bao- 
ASU, Osgds arvganas\mesvuudnrac The King is the Figure of God 


among Men. But befides all this, there is Evidence ſufficient in the 


nature of the thing to prove, That Kings have their Power and Autho- 
rity from God, and are no Subftitutes of the people: which I thus infer, 

God madethe World, and conſequently the World is his, and his 
alone the Right to Govern it; but he being of ſuch immenſe Perfec- 
tions, that our Frailty cannot bear his immediate Converſes; tis ne- 


ceſſary that He rule us by Men like our ſelves, and put the Sword in- 


to the Hands of Creatures of our own make. This He doth, and 


hence it follows, That they that Rule are God's Subſtitutes, and ns Crea- 
tyres of the people: For the People have no Power to Govern themſelves, and 


conſequently cannot devolve any upon another. | 


: 


Upon the whole, I conelude, that the ſame Commands and Autha- 
Tity that oblige us to obey God, bind us to revere thoſe that fo fie | 
nally wear his Image; and he that diſobeys the Vice-Roy affronts the 
| Soveraign; He that reſiſts, reſiſts the Ordinance of God, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle and who can lift up himſelf againſt the Lord's Anointed and be guilt⸗ 


leſs ? ſaith David in the caſe of Saul. | 
And thus I have diſpatched the firſt point, viz. Reſiſtance affronts 


the Authority of God, with which Kings are inveſted; as I think 1 have - 


made evident, both, from Teſtimony and the Nature of the Thing. 
II. Keſiſtance is oppoſite to the Spiri 
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Wy 3874 Lows | | | i 
N cifick temper, like that of its Author, whoſe Voice was not 
h 5 


eard in the Street. It ſubdues our Paſſions and governs our Appetites, 
It deſtroys our Pride and ſordid Selfiſnneſs. It allays the Tempeſts, 
and ſpeaks down the Storms of our Natures : It ſweetens our Humours, 


aud poliſheth' the Roughneſs of our Tempers. It makes Men Gentle 


and Peaceable, Meck and Compliant, This was the Spirit both of 
our Saviour, and the Exemplar of our Religion. This was the Geni- 
us of his Doctrine and Practice. | | 

He commands the Payment of all Duties to Caſar. He acknow. 
ledgeth Pilates Power to be from Abe ve, and theretore moft Merito- 


rioully and Loyally ſubmits to it. He commands his Diſciples to pray 


for their Perſecutors. He permits them to tlie but not tooppoſe. He 
rebnkes Peters violence to the High Prieft's Servant; and the revenge 
of the Diſciples when they called for Fire from Heaven. ' 

He paid Tribute, ſubmitted to the Laws of the Sanhedrim, ny, 


and to that unjuſt Sentence againft his own Life, 


This was our bleſſed Saviour's Temper ; and the Apoſtles who lived 
among his Enemies and theirs, and met with Severity enough to have 
ſowred their Spitits, and exaſperated their Pens, to contrary Reſolu: 
tions and Infiruttions : Yet as true followers of their dear Lord, they 
faithfully tranſmit to us what they had learnt from him, viz. That we 
ſhunld Obey thoſe that have the Rule over us; Submit to every Ordinance 


. of Man; Pray for Kings and all in Authority; Submit to Principalities and 


Powers, and to Obey Magiftrates. 2 
And thoſe Noble Spirits of the Firſt Ages after our Saviour Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles, who began to be Martyts as ſoon as to be Chriſtians; 
who lived in the Fire, and went to Heaven wrapt in thoſe Flames that 
were leſs ardent than their Lyve : Theſe I ſay, amongſt the greateſt 
and fiereeſt Fires that Crueity and Barbariſm had kindled, paid the 
Tribute of a Peaceable and Quiet Subjection to their Murderers, and 
made upforced acknowledgments of the Right they had to their Obe · 
dience. Nor do we ever read of any attempts they made to free 
themſelves by Reſiſtance, though (as Tertailian faith) they were in 
powerful Numbers mingled in tlieir Villages and in their Cities; yea, 
even in their Caſtles, and in their Armies. And indeed, there is an 
illuſtrious inſtance of Pafſrve Obedience iu the Thebean Legion, whole 
Tenth Man being executed for not offering facrifice to Idols, they qui- 
etiy ſubmitted to the Cruelty, And a Second Decimation being 


- commanded by the Emperor Maximinian, the Author of the Firft, 


one of their great Commanders, (an excellent Chriſtian) perſuades 
them to ſuffer it with the ſame patience, becauſe it was not with their 
Swords they could make their way to the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
by another kind of Warfare. Ie 


And now, if after all this, and infinitely more that might be ſaid 


on this Subjed, for Men to pretend to Religion, and plead Seripture 


5 | for 


\ 


"Ms £73 | A” 
for Rebellion, is impudent and ſhameleſs, an Affront to Religion, and 
arent Lines of theic Duty, which are ſet upon the High Places, and 
| upon with a full Beam, and yet can find Sin in little harmleſs 
Ceremonies and Circumſtances, which nothing hath forbidden, but 
the coyneſs and perverſeneſs of their owa Fancies, are like him that 
could ſee the Stars at Noon, but could not ſee the Sun; and could 
ſpy the Shadows made by the Mountains in the Moon, but could not 
diſcern the greater Spots upon its viſible Surface. And for Men to 
ſtrain at the Decency of an Habit, or the Uſage of a Ceremony, 
when they can ſwallow Rebellion and Sacrilege without chewing, is 


to be like. him who durſt not eat an Egg on Saturday, but made no- 


thing to kill a Man. Doubtleſs had the Scripture ſaid by a thou- 
ſandth part ſo much for the 7:9 Divinum of Presbytery, as it hath 
ſaid for Obedience to Authority 4 had there been one plain word 
againſt Conformity, as there are many againſt Rebellion; that would 


have been worn bare upon the Tongue, and the World would have 


rung with it. | | : | 

But the Injunctions and Commands of Obedience are againſt our 
Humours and Opinions, againſt the Darlings of our Fancies, and the 
Intereſt of our Party: And therefore here we muſt ſhuffle, and evade, 


cog, and interpret by Apologies of our own making, by the Rules 
of our Set, and the Authority we worſhip, by Neceſſity, and Pro- 


vidence, and indeed any thing that will but colour Sin, and cozen 


- Conſcience, that will but turn Religion into the current of our Ap- 


petites, and make Scripture ſpeak the Language of our Humours and 
our Iutereſts. | | | 


* 


Thus Religion and Divine Authority ſhall be reverenced and plead- 
ed when they agree with Mens Fancies, and ſend Light or Advantage 
to the Favourites of their Affections: But when they croſs their 
Models, oppoſe the People in their Inclinations, and call them to 


Duties that are diſpleaſing, the Caſe is altered, the great Motives of 


Perſwaficn have loſt their Power, and Influence; and Religion then 
can do nothing with them. 5 : | 4 
Thus briefly of the two firſt Heads; viz. - Reſiſtance (1.) Affronts — 
the Authority of God, and is (2. ) Oppoſite to the Spirit of Religion. From. 
which I come to the Third, that makes Reſiſtance both a Great Sin, 
and a Great Puniſhment : Viz. | | „ 
III. Reſiſtance is Ruinous and Deſtraftive to the Intereſt of Societies. 
This third and laſt Branch of this argument I muſt more largely pro- 
ſecute; becauſe it will lea i us into the ſaid Qccafion of making ſome 
Refle&ions upon the late Rebelliuus Times. 3 | 


Man is a Creature made for Society; and what is agaioft the Inte- 


reli of Societies, is deſiruftive to Human Nature, Aud if the great- 


24 


\ 


a Lye in the face of Conſcience. And thoſe that cannot diſcern thoſe © . 


3 
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nels of a Sin and Miſchief be to be meaſured by its reference to the 

Publick, for ought I know, Rebellion will be the next Sin to that which 

is unpardonable, in the degree of Guilt, as well as it is near it in the 

Penalty threatred. 5 
No there are two great Intereſts of Societies, viz, Government and 

Religion ; to both which Retiſtance is damnably fatal both in the Do- 

ctrine and Practice of it. | 7; 8 


1 


To begin with Government in order. | 3 
. © (1. Reſiſtance is Ruinous and Deſtructive to Governnent : For if Sub- 
jects may reſiſt the Powers over them, no Government in the World 
can ſtapd longer, than till the next Opportunity to overthrow it. 
Every Man will be ready to reſiſt and oppoſe what he doth not like, 
and endeayour to pluck gown what comports not with his Humour. 
Thus every fit of Diſeontent, will ſtir up the various, giddy, and. in- 
conſtant People to ſeck an Alteration: And there was never auy Go- 
vernment ſo exactly framed in the World, but in the Manage and Ad- 
| miniſtration of it, 'many things would diſpleaſe. Now the generality 
of Men are led hy their preſent Senſes; and if they feel themſelves 
pained by any thing (though the Grief be but in their Imagination) 
they are for preſent Deliverance from that Evil by any means; never 
conſider ing whether the indirect way of Cure, draws not more and 
greater Evils aſter it, than the Diſtemper: And ſo upon every little 
Diſcontent, the filly People are inflamed, and upon every Occafion, 
rebel. And thus is a Kingdom laid open to inevitable Devaſtation 
and Ruine: And by a dear Experience we have wofully learnt, that 
tis better to endure any Inconvediencies in à ſettled Government, 
than to endeavour violent Alterations, When the Sword is drawn, 
no Man knows u hen and where it will be ſheathed : When the Stone 
is out of a Man's Hand, he cannot direct it as he pleafeth. Men with 
Swords by their fides will do what likes themſelves, and not what is 
'enjoined by thoſe that employ them. | 
Or could we ſuppoſe (what our unhappy Experience hath too late- 
ly confuted) that Armies would be obedient; yet the Murders and 
Rapes, the Spoils and Devaſtations, which are the natural Iſſues of a 
Civil War, are worſe than any Inconventencies in any Government 
poſſible ; Abd though {as my Lord Bacon notes) Foreign War is like 
the Heat of Exerciſe, good and healthful for the Body; yet Civil 
| War is like the Heat of a Fever, ruinous and deſtructive. _— 
Befides, thoſe that Reſiſt, either overcome the Supream Power, - 
or are conquered by it, If the former, their Iaftruments in all like- 
Tyhood conquer them, as well as thoſe they /ſerved them againfſ#+ 
And ſo from the Juſt Authority of their Lawtul Rulers, they fall,un- 
der the Infolence of their licentious Vaſfzis. For ſupþpete the Popu- 
lace get the Government into their own Hands, all the Evils pct 
%%%ͤö hh SE IN a. _ 
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dow, which uſually do upon Competitions and variety of Claims 


which will breed everlaſting Diſturbances, Contentions and eternal 
Fears. Such Evils as theſe, I ſay, will follow if the Reſiſters pre- 


vail ; and if they chance to he ſuppreſt and overcome by the Powers 
they oppoſe, they can then expect nothing leſs than to be cruſſd 


and ruin'd. So that thoſe that Refiſt, whether they conquer, or are 
overcome, draw inevitable Ruine and Deſtruction upon themſelves, 
and probably on the common Body. For Laws and Government are 
the Great Charter of our Lives and Liberties, our Properties and our All; 


and as the Father, Key dyiays mas apts. mxvra olyiouras : Murders, 
Rapes, Violence, and all kind of Miſchiefs, invade the World with Anars 


chy and Diſorder. 


And how far all this hath been verified in our Land, a little Recol- 


lection only out of our former Rebellion will ſufficiently inform us. 


For, | | 


| £ * 
when fair Weather, and a warm Sun, the Indulgence of Heaven, 
and a long Tranquillity, had made us fat and frolick, rich and full, 
our Proſperity made us wanton, and our Riches inſolent. Cauſelefss 


Jealouſies and Fears were the Bellows that fired our Diſtemper d 


Brains, and blew up the Sparks of our-Rebellious Principles into 


mighty Flames. We began to murmur, we knew not why; and to 
complain, becauſe we had nothing to complain of. Diſcontents grew 
upon the Stock of our ill Natures, and the Perverſeneſs of our-Hu- 
mours; and every little Occaſion was Fuel to the Fire that was kind- 
ling in the diſtemper'd Body. . We began to invade the Government 


with malicious Whiſpers, and private Preachmeats, with Libels and 
Declamations, with Inſolencies and Tumults : And when Sedition 
had encouraged it ſelf by Noiſe and Numbers, by Popular Zeal and 


loud Talk of Reformation; it flew into the higheſt Irreverences to- 
wards the King, and the moſt violent Proceedings againſt his Mini- 
ters, that the neareſt Trees being removed, they might have à full 
Stroke at the Cedar. Nor did Things ſtop here, 
The Sparks grew into mighty Flames, and thoſe Vapours into 
Thunder and Tempeſts ; The Whiſpers of the Corner paſſed into 


the Noiſe of a Camp; and the Murmurs of the Street into the Sound 
of the Trumpet. The Cloud like an Hand, became a Magazine of 
Storms; and our New Lights ſet us all on Fire. The Pulpit ſounded 


as much War as the Drum; and the Preacher ſpit as much Flame as 


e Comment and the Uſe. 


Thus began our happy Reformation : From Law to Licentiouſ- 
neſs; from Religion to Frenzy; from an happy Government to 2 
wretched Hurry and Confuſion; and the progreſs and the end were 


luitable to thoſe hopeful beginnings. 


the Gaguon. Curſe ye Meroz, was the Text, and Blood and Plunder 


| 
| 
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God was worſhipped with the Devil's Sacrifices, Human Blood and 
2 z and glorified by being Affronted in his Authority and hiz 
WW. | I, A > | 4 OM 
The Good Old King was honoured by the Perſecution of his Per. 
ſon, and Murder of his Friends; ſubmifively addreſt by the Civili. 
ties of a Rabble; and petitioned in the humble torm of Drums and 
Granadoes; welcomed at his Cities by the ſhutting of their Gates; 
_-» and entertain d in the Country with the glittering of Swords, and 
NY; the Noiſe of War : Fought againſt for his Defence; and his Life 
/ fought, for the Preſervation of the King. JOE | 
*% Thus happy were our Reformers in twiſting. Contradictions; and 
Xhey would be ſo indeed, could they but . reconcile one more, viz. 
That they are the Good People, and ſure Heirs of Heaven ; becauſe the 
Apoſtle ſaith, That they that Reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damna« 
= | | | | 


Baut we are not jet at the end of the Line; for the moſt fatal part 
of the Story is to come. 1 | 
1 Bs | Therefore after ten theuſand Butcheries and Dayaſtations, Miſes 
| * 1 ries and Diſorders, which cannot bg deſcribed, but they will io part 


bs felt, proſperous. Wickedne(s finally prevailed ; the Friends of 
Loyalty and Juſtice were ſcattered and deſtroyed ; Majeſty is made 
Wo a Prey to the Sons of a Dunghill. and Afflicted Innocence falls into 
ts the Hands of the Hunters. And after he had becn infamouſly Sold 
| A like a Slave, and impriſoned like a vile Maletactor; after He had been 
„ . raviſh'd from his Friends, blaſphemed in his Name, and robbed of 


of the Peace and Settlement of his Kingdoms, had granted things 
that never Subjects before had ever the Inſolence ta ask; I ſay, after 
theſe and a thouſand Inſtances of Barbariſm and Indignities more, 
that his cruel Perſecutors might tranſcend all Examples of Wicked- 
neſs ; that Generations to come might honour them, as they do that 
High Court of Juſtice, whereof Pontius Pilate was Preſident; and 
that they might deſerve a deeper Damnation than that threatned by 
the 4 poſtle to bare Reſifters 3 They (void of all Grace and Goodueſs) 
ſummon their Soveraiga to their Bar, and Try him by a Company of 
Petty Fellows, that called themſelves by a Great Name: They buffet 
Him with their inſolent Taunts, and bait Him with the Mercenary 
Noiſe of Fuſtice, Juſtice; like Cruciſie him, Cracifie him: They up- 
braid Him with their cn Fauits, and charge him with the Guilt of 


that Blood which themſelves had ſpilt; that they might 1 


© 


| (11) 1 | 
Guilt of His to all the reft 5 which Black Treaſon was the Goſpel-work 
of our Factious Reformers and Fanatical Adverſaries. Thoſe bloody 
off-ſpring of Proteſtantiſm, Spawn of Reformation, and Peſt of 
peace, that are never well, but when they are fiſhing in troubled: | 
Waters, and waſhing their Bands in Royal Blood; I ſay, that Helliſn 
Murder they, accompliſh'd beyond any preſident of former Times, 
and perhaps the Belief of tne future; contrary to their Allegiance, | 
and their Covenant; contrary to their Duty to God, and their own! 
| Profcffioi» to the People, and contrary to the Obligation of all Laws 
and Common Right. N e : 
Therefore let the Day whereon that Crime was committed be 
Darkneſs ; let the covering of the blackeſt Grief he upon the Re- 
membrance of it; becauſe then there fell a Prince, the Beſt, the 
Wileſt, the moſt Pious, and moſt Gracious, that ever ſwayed theſe 
| Scepters, He fell, and fell by Violence, nay,” and by the violent 
Hands of His own People, who ought to have ſacrificed their Lives 
for the Preſervation of His. He fell to the Diſhonour of God, to 
the Grief of Good Men, to the Scandal of Religion, to the Shame 
of Proteſtantiſm, to the Overthrow of Government, and the Ruine 
of the Nation. This is a Lamentation, and to all Generations it ſhall 
be for a Lamentation. | | "AE | 
But oh Heavens! Oh Providence: Muſt Yertue be Pethron'd, and 
Villany be Crown'd ? Muſt Victory and Succeſs wait upon. Treaſons 
and Parricides? Whilſt Infamy and Deſtruction dogg Innocence to 


the Grave! Muft the moſt Righteous of Princes be the moſſ Miſera. 


ble of Men; and muſt Religion and a Good Cauſe be the only way 
to be Unfortunate and Undone / Will the Searcher of Hearts abett 
Hypocrites ! and Providence lend it ſelf for an Argument to Lepiti= 
mate Rebellion! Shall the Phatiſee pray and proſper; and the Righ=' 
teous cry and be forſaken ! Shall Treaſon carry Religion in Triumph 
upon its gilded Banners! And ſhall the Wicked lift up their Hands 
in an Appeal to Heaven, and bring them down to the Deſtruction of 
the ſuſt! Shall Villany raiſe its head to the Clouds, and meet no 
Thunderbolts there; while the Devotions of the Innocent return 
upon him in Storms and Flames! FED * 
Thus Senſe and Nature would complain on this Occaſion: But 
Providence is Juſt, though we are Blind. Profperous Villany crows: 
and triumphs for a moment, but is covered with Shame and eternal 
- Darkneſs in the end. The End of Things will diſentangle Provi- 
dence, and rectify all Diſorders, Then ſhall we ſee that afflicted 
- Vertue ſhoot up on the other ſide the Grave, and fend its Branches 
into a tlow*ring Paradice, where they ſhall grow green and verdant 
in an Eternal Spring, while every Tree that Vertue hath not planted 
ſhall be rooted up, and wither in a moment. _ 
\ | 18 
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This briefly IL thought fit to ſuggeſt as an Apology for Providence; 
Teſt the Succeſſes of the Wicked, and Misfortunes of the Juſt, in 
- Inftances fo Great and ſo Near, might tempt any to think that there 

is no Cod that Judgeth in the Earth. 2 8 

And thus I am arrived at the firſt Period of the Miſeries that we 
brought upon our ſelves by Reſiftance, which concludes in the Ruine 
and Diſſolution of Government; and this runs into all the Miſchief; 
to which Human Nature is obnoxious. For as I ſaid before, ſo I ſay 
ſtill, That Government is the great Intereſt of Mankind : Tis that 
which bounds our Paſſions, and ſecures our Rights: *Tis that which 
prevents Confuſion, and preſerves Peace, and drains away that de- 
luge of Debauches which Anarchy lets iv upon the World. And 
_ we felt this alſo in the conſequent Calamities would be con- 
When the Nation then had loſt its Head, and its Glory, twas 
4, turn'd with its Heels upwards, and govern'd by a Mock- Monarchy; 
/ a Thing as infamous in its Quality as its Name. The Dregs of the 
4 Z | Populace, the Creatures of a Sectarian Army, the worſt part of a 
1 C Body, that was bad enough in its bef} : Theſe were our Senators and 
the Saviours of the Nation: Theſe were our Patriots, and the Pre- 


ſervers of our Peace : Thefe were the Defenders of our Religion, 
and the Keepers of our Rights and Liberties. And'truly keep them 
they did; not for us, but from ys. And was not this a Bleſfing 
and a Liberty, worth the Blood and Treaſure that was ſpent to pur- 
| chaſe it: 0 5 ; 
2 O the bleſſed Reformation that fill'd our Pulpits, and emptied our 
bprurſes ; that quickened our Endeavours, and inſpired our Zeal; 
; and O the bleſſed Reformation indeed that was ſo Glorious in our 
Nouths, and ſo Pleaſant in our Hopes! Were not all Miſcarriages of 
Government well mended, when Government was thrown up by the 
Roots? And was not the Diſeaſe well cured when the Body was de- 
firoyed? Were we not well freed from Evil Counſellors, when we 
made Kings of the worſt we had? And was not Tyranny well extir- 
pated, when we were under an Army of Tyrants ? 3 
Baut the glorious things are to come, and we muſt be caſt into New 
Models And when the Birds of Prey have divided the Spoil, and 
ſatisfied the cravings of their Appetites and Ambition, the Nation 
ſhall be made happy with New-Nothihgs, and Golden-Mountains ; 
with Chimzra's of Common-Wealths, and fine Names for Slavery, In 
the mean while, Loyalty muſt be ſcourged with the Scorpions that 
are due to Rebellion: And thoſe that feared the Damnation of the 
Apoſile, ſhall be ſure to incur the Damnation of the Reformers. And 
5 their Sequeſtrations ſufficiently made appear, that thoſe that would 
| not hazard their Souls, muſt compound for their Eſtates, | 
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gut when the Juncto had run to the length of the Line; that is, 
as far as their Maſter would permit them; when they were as odious 1 
as they deſerved, and his Defigns as ripe as he could wiſh, then up | 
ſteps Oliver, the ſingle Tyrant, kicks them out of their Seats, and A 
Belzebub diſpoſſeſſeth the Legion. He engroſſeth the Prey to him 
ſelf, and aſſumes the ſole Privilege of 3 Miſerics. He 
made himſelf after the Image of a King, and Tnavefted his Sword 
with the Authority of Law. He, though leſs than a King in Name 
to pleaſe the People, was yet more Abſolute and Arbitrary than any 
King in the World could be, in the Rule and Government of the 
Nation. He Ruled us with the Rod of Iron we deſerved, and made 
us feel the difference between the Silken Reins of a Lawfu! Autho-____ : 
rity, and the heavy Yoke of an inſolent Uſurpation. 7258 | 

And when Providence had freed us from this Plague, and called 
that Bloody Tyrant to an Account for his Villanies, we fell back into 
our old Diſorders, we regied to and fro, and ſtaggered. like a drun- 
ken Man, and were at our Wits end. We knew: not this Week who. | 
| would be our Lords the next; nor did our Lords themſelves know * * 
to day, by what Laws they would Rule to morrow. Confuſion wass 
in their Councils, as well as Tyranny in their Actions; and there 
was but one thing they ſeemed to be Agreed upon, which was to | 
Enſlave the Nation. And if we would not believe that this was Li- 
berty, we muſt be knock d on the Head with our Chains: If the Sheep 
would not take the Wolves for their Guardians, tas Fault enough, 
and good Reaſon, why they ſhould be devoured. „ 

And wefe not Things come at length to a ſine paſs, when Men in 
Buff durſt proclaim themſelves the only Legal Authority of the Na- 
tion? When our Armed Maſters murdered Men in the Streets, and 
threatned the Ancient Metropolis of the Nation with Gun- powder 
and Granadoes? Fire and Sword muſt be our Portion, if we would 
not be in love with infamous Uſurpers and Tyrants; and 2 worſe 

Powder-Plot than Vaux's was acting in the Face of the Sun. The 
Strength, the Riches, the Beauty, yea, the almoſt All of the Na- 
tion was deſigned à Sacrifice to the Rage and Revenge of our 
preffors, and Plunders and Maſſacres, were almoſt the leaſt Evils 
we feared. Es F | ES >, 

Theſe things I have thus briefly hinted to this purpoſe, that the 
remembrance of our Miſeries, may beget a ſenſe of our Sins, and to | 
| Prove the truth of the Propofition I have been diſcout ſing of under 
this Head, viz. That Reſiſtance is fatal to Government. ao | 
And though the Government may be fixed again u 


its right _ | 


Foundations, and Laws turned into their antient Channel, after the 
violence they have ſuffered ; yet they loſe much of their Reverence |, 

and Strength by ſuch Difſettlements : And (as experience ſhews) | 
| r | the | 
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the People that have Rebelled once, and ſucceſsfully, will be ready to 
do fo again. As Water that hath been once boiled, will boil again 
i the ſooner, | LOR; 
And thus we plainly ſce how ruinous Reſiſtance is to Goverpment, 
E. and how deſttuctive to that firſt greatintercit of Societies: As it is alfo, 
2. To Religion, which is the other Brauch af my Argument. That 
KReſiſtance is cantrary to the Spirit of Religion we haveſeen ; and 
© conſequently, that it is deſtructive of its Being, will not need much 
| z ſince Contraries deſtray one another. Rebellion lays the 
Reins on Mens Necks, and takes off the Reſtraints of their Appe- 
tites; it opens the Flood-Gates of Impiety, and lets looſe the Brats 
of extravagant imagination: It deſtroys the Reverence af all things 
Sacred, and drives Vertue into Corners. It gathers Men's Luſts into 
a common Storm, and fills all things with Cheat and pram Re- 
ligion cannot be heard inthe Noiſe of a Battle, but is trampled under 
foot in the Hurry and Tumult. Faith and Love, Humility and Meck- 
neſs, Purity and Patience, are overcaſt and ſilenced by Atheiſm and 
Cruelty, Pride and Barbatiſm, Luſt and Revenge. ; 
; Thus, Rebellion, by breaking up the Foundations of the Earth, 
lets in an Hell upon us, ahd brings a kind of preſent damnation upon 
the World. And that this is another fatal Miſchief of Reſiſtance, we 
have alſo doubly felt by a woful experience, that will keep it in our 
Memories whilſt we live. And what Execution it hath done upon 
Religion muſt be confidered next. 8 
But Religion is 2 tender thing, and I am willing to keep my ſelf 
within bounds that are charitable and ſober; and therefore muſt 
_ «premiſe to what I have to ſay about it; that 1 charge not the whole 
Body of the People of the late Times, with the Guilt of all the Fol- 
lies and Corruptions I deferibe: Nor do 1 believe, or ſay, that the 
whole Maſs of their Religion was ſo monſttouſly vitiated, and de- 
prav'd. I profeſs Univerſal Charity, and have, perhaps, more for the 
5 worſt of them, than they generally will own tor any that are not 
1 of their own Party or Opinion. And therefore, at preſent, I ſhall 
Fay no more than what the Sober and Intelligent among themſelves 
will own and acknowledge, to be juſtly. chargeable upon fame or other 
| of the Sects bred by our late Diſorders 3 and this will be enough for 
my pur poſe, which is only to -prove-by=near and deplorable Inſtan- 
ces, that Reſiſtance: brings Miſchiefs upon Religion; and not to ex- 
1 | 
= 


+ ©  . poſe toHatred or Contempt, the perſons af any that are ſober and ſe- 
rious in the Way of their Profeſſign, though I judge it never ſo Ob- 
noxious and miſtaken. And having ſaid this out of a tender Charity, 
tthat none may be wronged by Miſinter pretation, nor any offended 
| t that are not concerned; I come with Freedom to deſcribe ſome of 
- the lojuries, Gur unhappy Raſiſl ante hath done 6 
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Randing both Arms and Tongues ſo highly pretended its Defence. 
And indeed, Men fought for Religion till they had deftroyed it ; 
and difputed about it till they had loft it, Multiplicity of Opinion 
had quite confounded the Simplicity of Life and Faith; and 'twas 
moſt Peoples buſineſs to chatter like Mag- Pies, rather than to be peace- 
' able, and to live like Chriſtians, and like Men. If Religion kad been 
computed by Mens Talk. and Diſpute about it, theſe latter Days of 
the declining World had been its beſt; and this io its growth and 
+ Ways of higheſt improvement, when all things elſe were vergiog 
to their Set and Period, But alas! The Tongue was then moſt, it 
not the only Religious Member And many of the -Fretenders, like 
the Egyptian Temples, were fair without, but Beaſts, Serpents, and 
Crockodiles within: or, like the Bird of - Paradice, they had Wings 
to fly in the Clouds of Imagination, but no Feet to walk on the 
Ground of a virtuous Practice. Yea, ſome had found the way to 
ſwim to Heaven in the Current of their Appetites; and to reconcile __ 
Covetouſneſs, Rapine, Cruelty, and Spiritual Pride, with the glori 
ous Names of the Ele, the People of God, the Church of Chriſt, 
the True Proteſtants, and the Good and Godly Party: and thus alſo 
- reconcile Religion with Rebellion, and Sacriledge with Saintſhip. 
So that Men learnt to be Godly without Goodneſs, and Chriftians 
without Chriftianity” > ET 
Thus have Men got the knack to be Religious without Religion, 
and were in the way to be ſaved without Salvation. Ie 
Theſe were zud are the groſs Diſorders, whereby Religion is taken 
from its foundation of Vertue and Holy Living, and placed in Emo- 
tions, Raptures, and ſwelling words of Vanity. 1 
And when theſe gilded Chimzra's had kindled the Imagination, and 
raiſed the Fancy to the Clouds, to flutter there in Spiritual Babble, 
and Myftizal Nonſenſe ; and when that was mounted on the Wings of 
the Wind, and got into the Revelations to loofen the Seals,” pour out 
the Vials, and phantaſtically to interpret-and foretel the Fates of 
Kings and Kingdoms; when it flew into the Tongue in an extrava- 
ant Ramble, and abuſed the Word of God, mingling: it with Cant= 
mg Unintelligible Jargon: I ſay, when the diſeaſed and diftucbed 


Fancy, thus varioutly diſplayed it ſeff, many made themſelves be- ? 


lieve they were aGted by the Spirit, and that theſe wild Agitations of 
their ſick Brains, were Divine Motions. And when this Fire was de- 
ſcended from the Fancy to the affections, and theſe being exceed - 
ingly moved by thoſe vain and proud Conceits, cauſed Tremblings 
and Foamings, Convulſions and Extaſies in the Body; (all which are 
but Natural Diſcaſes, if not worſe 3 and juft like thoſe old Extatical 
Motions of the Devil's Prieſts, when they came foaming from his Al- 
| fars.) Theſe, I fay, the wild Phantaſticks had learn'd to aſcribe 75 5 
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the Bleſſed and Adorable Spirit. And when their Fancies were ſwell's 
full of turgid Notions, and their Bodies in an Extaſie, they dreamed 
of ſtrange Sights, Voices and wonderful Diſcoveries, which were 


nothing but the unquiet Agitations of their own diſordered Brains, 
| Theſe alſo were taken for Divine Revelations, and the Effects of the 


Spirit of God, ſhewing it ſelf miraculouſly in them; not much un- 


| like the deluded Imagivations of ſome Modern Falſe French Prophets 


at this Day, of as bad a Tendency. 


And thus I have fhewn how much Refiftance of Authority that 
is oyer us, is ageinſt our Duty, and our Intereſt. The former God 
hath plainly told vs, and the latter we have ſadly felt, 3 
It remains that we humble our ſelves under the Senſe of the 
Publick Guilt, as well as complain of the conſequent Miſerjes, 
That we may not draw down New Judgments, - by. repeating Old 
Provocations, and adding our particular Sins to the common ſcore, 
And I think we ſhall do well to conſider, that we who abhor Re- 
bellion, have contributed to the fatal Evils that follow it, by our 
own Sins. We can, perhaps, be well enough content that the Chief 


and Principal Actors of theſe late Miſchiets ſhould be laſh'd and ex- 


poſed, and ſuffer the Shame and Death due to their Guilt; and it 
may be well picaſed and tickled with our Reprehenſions, in which 
we think our ſelves not concerned. But let me tell you, that that's 

not the way of Religion, no, nor the Froits of Chriſtian Charity. 
And can juÞ]y affirm, that the true Sons of Loyalty, delight not in 
Domincering or Reviling any one in Miſery : But if we will ſhew our 


fſelves Loyaliſts and Good Chriſtians, we, mutt ſerve our Queen and 


Kingdom by ſerving God; and obey Her Laws by obeying the Di- 
vine Commands. 1 e | 

And therefore without troubling our ſelves with Fancies about the 
Duty of our Governcurs, let us mind our own Duty; eſpecially that 
Great-One of Charity and Chriſtian Love 3 and that being the Foun- 


tain and Foundation of Religion, it will direct us to thoſe Conſe. 


quential Duties of Fearing G 0 D, and Honouring our CV E EN, 
And if we mind this, and practice it ſuitably, God will be Glorified, 


and Religion Advanced; the Church will be Edified, and our Souls 


Comforted 3 Government will be Eſtabliſned, and the Peace of the 
World Promoted. And the Peace of God, which 3 all. Un- 
derſtanding, will keep our Hearts and Minds in the Love of Chrift 
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